
Jesus decided to spend some time in retirement
rehearsing his apostles and then to do some quiet
work in the cities of the Decapolis until John
should be either executed or released to join
them in a united effort.

September and October were spent in retirement at a secluded camp upon the
slopes of MOUNT GILBOA. The month of September Jesus spent here alone
with his apostles, teaching and instructing them in the truths of the kingdom.

The central theme of the discussions throughout the entire month of September
was prayer and worship. After they had discussed worship for some days, Jesus
finally delivered his memorable discourse on prayer in answer to Thomas's
request: “Master, teach us how to pray.”
John had taught his disciples a prayer, a prayer for salvation in the coming
kingdom. Although Jesus never forbade his followers to use John's form of
prayer, the apostles very early perceived that their Master did not fully approve
of the practice of uttering set and formal prayers.

The twelve became more devoted to Jesus and increasingly committed to the work of
the kingdom. They did not grasp his many-sided teaching; they did not fully
comprehend the nature of Jesus or the significance of his bestowal on earth. Jesus made
it plain to his apostles that they were in retirement for three reasons:

1. To confirm their understanding of, and faith in, the gospel of the kingdom.
2. To allow opposition to their work in both Judea and Galilee to quiet down.
3. To await the fate of John the Baptist.

The Apostles had little or no settled idea as to what the kingdom would be when it 
came.

Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come; your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our bread for tomorrow; 
Refresh our souls with the water of life. 

And forgive us every one our debts 
As we also have forgiven our debtors. 

Save us in temptation, deliver us from evil, 
And increasingly make us perfect like yourself.
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The Jerusalem religious rulers were very antagonistic; Herod
Antipas still held John in prison, fearing either to release or execute
him, while he continued to entertain suspicions that John and Jesus
were in some way associated. These conditions made it unwise to
plan for aggressive work in either Judea or Galilee.

JUDAS ISCARIOT 
was silent, 

noncommittal.

JOHN and ANDREW
thought the kingdom 

had already come.

PETER and JAMES
believed that it was 

yet to come.

NATHANIEL and THOMAS
frankly confessed they were 

puzzled.

MATTHEW, PHILIP, and 
SIMON ZELOTES were 
uncertain and confused.

THE TWINS were 
blissfully ignorant of 

the controversy

“John did not intend that you should use such a set and formal petition as the
expression of your own souls in prayer.
 Prayer is entirely a personal and spontaneous expression of the attitude

of the soul toward the spirit
 Prayer should be the communion of sonship and the expression of

fellowship.
 The ideal prayer is a form of spiritual communion which leads to

intelligent worship. True praying is the sincere attitude of reaching
heavenward for the attainment of your ideals.

 Prayer is the breath of the soul and should lead you to be
persistent in your attempt to ascertain the Father's.”

But the apostles were not yet satisfied; they desired Jesus to give them a model
prayer which they could teach the new disciples. Jesus said: “If, then, you still
desire such a prayer, I would present the one which I taught my brothers and
sisters in Nazareth”

When Jesus spent whole nights on the mountain in
prayer, it was mainly for his disciples, particularly for
the twelve. The Master prayed very little for himself,
although he engaged in much worship of the nature
of understanding communion with his Paradise Father.

Jesus taught that effective prayer must be:
1. UNSELFISH - not alone for oneself.
2. BELIEVING - according to faith.
3. SINCERE - honest of heart.
4. INTELLIGENT - according to light.
5. TRUSTFUL - in submission to the Father's all-

wise will.

PRAYER is the sincere and longing look of the child to its spirit Father; it is a
psychologic process of exchanging the human will for the divine will.

PRAYER and its associated worship is a technique of detachment from the daily
routine of life, from the monotonous grind of material existence.

PRAYER is the breath of the spirit life in the midst of the material civilization of the
races of mankind. Worship is salvation for the pleasure-seeking generations of mortals.

From time to time, during the remainder of
Jesus’ sojourn on earth, he brought to the
notice of the apostles several additional forms
of prayer, but he did this only in illustration
of other matters, and he enjoined that these
“parable prayers” should not be taught to the
multitudes. Many of them were from other
inhabited planets, but this fact Jesus did not
reveal to the twelve.

There came about a three weeks' conference at the Gilboa camp between the apostles
of Jesus and the apostles of John, for John had recently appointed twelve of his leaders
to be apostles, following the precedent of Jesus. John had done this in response to the
urging of Abner, the chief of his loyal supporters. Jesus was present at the Gilboa camp
throughout the first week of this joint conference but absented himself the last two
weeks.
 It was unanimously voted to accept this prayer as the one to be taught believers

by both groups of apostles.
 As long as John lived, whether in prison or out, both groups of twelve apostles

would go on with their work.
 As long as John lived, or until they might jointly modify this decision, only the

apostles of John would baptize believers, and only the apostles of Jesus would
finally instruct the new disciples.

 In case of the death of John, that the apostles of John would present themselves
to Jesus and become subject to his direction, and that they would baptize no
more unless authorized by Jesus or his apostles.

 In case of John's death, the apostles of Jesus would begin to 
baptize with water as the emblem of the baptism of the divine 
Spirit. 

Two months and a half from this time John was
executed, and throughout this period the
apostles of John remained with Jesus and the
twelve. The Gilboa camp was broken up on
November 2, A.D. 27.

PRAYER is an antidote for harmful introspection. Jesus consistently employed the
beneficial influence of praying for one's fellows. Only in the great crises of his earth
life did Jesus ever pray for himself.
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September, A.D. 27 Jesus and the 12 set up camp on Mount Gilboa

October 1, A.D. 27 Conference between Jesus’ apostles and John’s
disciples

November 2, A.D. 27 Gilboa camp broken up

end of December, A.D. 27 Journeyed to Pella

January 10, A.D. 28 Death of John the Baptist

January 12, A.D. 28 Jesus told of John’s death

January 13, A.D. 28
Jesus, Apostles and 25 disciples journey to
Capernaum

Gerasa

Scythopolis

Abila

Gadara
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Throughout the months of November and
December, Jesus and the twenty-four worked
quietly in the Greek cities of the Decapolis,
chiefly in SCYTHOPOLIS, GERASA,
ABILA, and GADARA.
Jesus spent considerable time teaching the
twenty-four and had many special sessions
with John's twelve apostles. In time they
became more understanding as to why Jesus
did not go to visit John in prison, and why he
made no effort to secure his release.
For these two months the group worked
most of the time in pairs, one of Jesus'
apostles going out with one of John's. The
apostle of John baptized, the apostle of Jesus
instructed, while they both preached the
gospel of the kingdom as they understood it.

ABNER, the chief of John's apostles, became a
devout believer in Jesus and was later on made
the head of a group of seventy teachers whom the
Master commissioned to preach the gospel.

The latter part of December they all went over near the Jordan, close by Pella, where
they again began to teach and preach. Both Jews and gentiles came to this camp to
hear the gospel. It was while Jesus was teaching the multitude one afternoon that some
of John's special friends brought the Master the last message which he ever had from
the Baptist.
John's friends interrupted Jesus' teaching to say to him: “John the Baptist has sent us
to ask—are you truly the Deliverer, or shall we look for another?”
Jesus paused to say to John's friends: “Go back and tell John that he is not forgotten.
Tell him what you have seen and heard, that the poor have good tidings preached to
them.”
And when Jesus had spoken further to the messengers of John, he turned again to the
multitude and said: “Do not think that John doubts the gospel of the kingdom. He
makes inquiry only to assure his disciples who are also my disciples. John is no
weakling. Let me ask you who heard John preach before Herod put him in prison:
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Many who heard Jesus that day
submitted themselves to John’s
baptism, thereby publicly
professing entrance into the
kingdom. And the apostles of John
were firmly knit to Jesus from that
day forward. This occurrence
marked the real union of John’s
and Jesus’ followers.
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On this afternoon Jesus continued to teach, saying: “But to what shall I liken
this generation? Many of you will receive neither John’s message nor my
teaching. You are like the children playing in the market place who call to
their fellows and say: `We piped for you and you did not dance; we wailed
and you did not mourn.’ And so with some of you. John came neither eating
nor drinking, and they said he had a devil. The Son of Man comes eating and
drinking, and these same people say: `Behold, a gluttonous man and a
winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!’ Truly, wisdom is justified by
her children.”

“It would appear that the Father in heaven has hidden some of these truths
from the wise and haughty, while he has revealed them to babes. But the
Father does all things well; the Father reveals himself to the universe by the
methods of his own choosing.
Come, therefore, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and you shall find
rest for your souls. Take upon you the divine yoke, and you will experience the
peace of God, which passes all understanding.”

JOHN the BAPTIST was executed by
order of HEROD ANTIPAS on the evening
of January 10, A.D. 28. The next day a few
of John's disciples who had gone to
MACHAERUS heard of his execution and,
going to Herod, made request for his body,
which they put in a tomb, later giving it burial
at SEBASTE, the home of Abner.

The following day, January 12, they started
north to the camp of John's and Jesus' apostles
near Pella, and they told Jesus about the death
of John. When Jesus heard their report, he
dismissed the multitude and, calling the
twenty-four together, said: “John is dead.
Herod has beheaded him. Tonight go into
joint council and arrange your affairs
accordingly. There shall be delay no longer.
The hour has come to proclaim the kingdom
openly and with power. Tomorrow we go into
Galilee.”

Accordingly, early on the morning of January 13, A.D. 28, Jesus and the apostles,
accompanied by some twenty-five disciples, made their way to Capernaum and
lodged that night in Zebedee's house.
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What did you behold in John—a reed shaken with the wind? A man of
changeable moods and clothed in soft raiment?
As a rule they who are gorgeously appareled and who live delicately are in
kings’ courts and in the mansions of the rich. But what did you see when you
beheld John? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and much more than a prophet. Of
John it was written: `Behold, I send my messenger before your face; he shall
prepare the way before you.’
Verily, verily, I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen a
greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is but small in the kingdom of
heaven is greater because he has been born of the spirit and knows that he has
become a son of God.”
After the messengers had conversed with Abner, they departed for
MACHAERUS to tell all this to John. He was greatly comforted, and his faith
was strengthened by the words of Jesus and the message of Abner.
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