
About this time a state of great nervous and emotional tension developed
among the apostles and their immediate disciple associates. They took a
three day break on MOUNT SARTABA.
Upon reaching the top of the mountain, Jesus seated them about him while
he said:
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The first half of the month of August the apostolic party made its headquarters at the
Greek cities of ARCHELAIS and PHASAELIS, where they had their first experience
preaching to well-nigh exclusive gatherings of gentiles—Greeks, Romans, and Syrians -
for few Jews dwelt in these two Greek towns.
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At the end of June, A.D. 27, because of the increasing opposition of the 
Jewish religious rulers, Jesus and the twelve departed from Jerusalem. 

A question asked by Philip: "Master, these Greeks and
Romans make light of our message, saying that such
teachings are fit for only weaklings and slaves?“
After Jesus had heard similar objections to the gospel of the
kingdom presented by Thomas, Nathaniel, Simon Zelotes, and
Matthew, he said to the twelve:
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“I have come into this world to do the will of my Father and to reveal his loving
character to all mankind. That, my brethren, is my mission…
Love is the greatest of all spirit realities. Truth is a liberating revelation, but love is
the supreme relationship. The ultimate goal of human progress is the reverent
recognition of the fatherhood of God and the loving materialization of the
brotherhood of man…
No armies of the world have ever displayed more courage and bravery than will be
portrayed by you and your loyal successors who shall go forth to all the world
proclaiming the good news—the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of men...
The courage of the flesh is the lowest form of bravery. Mind bravery is a higher type
of human courage, but the highest and supreme is uncompromising loyalty to the
enlightened convictions of profound spiritual realities. And such courage constitutes
the heroism of the God-knowing man.”
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The Master was a perfected specimen of human self-control. When he 
was reviled, he reviled not; when he suffered, he uttered no threats against 

his tormentors; when he was denounced by his enemies, he simply 
committed himself to the righteous judgment of the Father in heaven.

June, A.D. 27

LESSON ON SELF-MASTERY 

PREACHING AT ARCHELAIS

At one of the evening conferences, Andrew asked Jesus: “Master, are we to practice
self-denial as John taught us, or are we to strive for the self-control of your teaching?”
Jesus answered:

“…I come with a new message of self-forgetfulness and self-control. I show to you
the way of life as revealed to me by my Father in heaven. Self-mastery is the measure
of man’s moral nature and the indicator of his spiritual development. And by your
love for one another you are to convince the world that you have passed from
bondage to liberty, from death into life everlasting.
…By your faith and the spirit’s transformation, you become in reality the temples of
God, and his spirit actually dwells within you.
…It is not a duty but rather your exalted privilege to cleanse yourselves from all evils
of mind and body while you seek for perfection in the love of God.
…Then,…you are forever delivered from the self-conscious bondage of a life of self-
denial of the flesh, and you are translated into the joyous kingdom of the spirit.”

“My brethren, you must all learn the value of rest and the efficacy of
relaxation. You must realize that the best method of solving some
entangled problems is to forsake them for a time. Then when you go back
fresh from your rest or worship, you are able to attack your troubles with
a clearer head and a steadier hand, not to mention a more resolute heart.
Again, many times your problem is found to have shrunk in size and
proportions while you have been resting your mind and body.”

August, A.D. 27

When they went up the mountain,
1. Andrew's head was full of problems.
2. John was inordinately perplexed in his heart.
3. James was grievously troubled in his soul.
4. Matthew was hard pressed for funds inasmuch

as they had been sojourning among the gentiles.
5. Peter was overwrought and had recently been more

temperamental than usual.
6. Judas was suffering from a periodic attack of sensitiveness

and selfishness.
7. Simon was unusually upset in his efforts to reconcile his

patriotism with the love of the brotherhood of man.
8. Philip was more nonplused by the way things were going.
9. Nathaniel had been less humorous since they had come in

contact with the gentile populations
10. Thomas was in the midst of a severe season of depression.
11. Only The Twins were normal and unperturbed.

DIVERSION AND RELAXATION

There is always danger that monotony of human contact will 
greatly multiply perplexities and magnify difficulties.

THE JEWS AND THE SAMARITANS 
For more than six hundred years the Jews of Judea, and later on those of Galilee also, had
been at enmity with the Samaritans. This ill feeling between the Jews and the Samaritans
came about in this way: About seven hundred years B.C., Sargon, king of Assyria, in
subduing a revolt in central Palestine, carried away and into captivity over twenty-five
thousand Jews of the northern kingdom of Israel and installed in their place an almost
equal number of the descendants of the Cuthites, Sepharvites, and the Hamathites.

Later they offended the Jews by extending friendly assistance to
the armies of Alexander. In return for their friendship
ALEXANDER gave the Samaritans permission to build a
temple on Mount Gerizim, where they worshiped Yahweh and
their tribal gods and offered sacrifices much after the order of the
temple services at Jerusalem. The antagonisms between the Jews and
the Samaritans were time-honored and historic; increasingly since
the days of Alexander they had had no dealings with each other.

THE WOMAN OF SYCHAR 
When the Master and the twelve arrived at JACOB'S WELL, Jesus, being weary from
the journey, tarried by the well while Philip took the apostles with him to assist in
bringing food and tents from Sychar.

The religious enmity between the Jews and the Samaritans dated from the return of the
former from the Babylonian captivity, when the Samaritans worked to prevent the
rebuilding of Jerusalem.

Jacob’s Well

A woman of SYCHAR came up with her water pitcher
and prepared to draw from the well, Jesus said to her,
“Give me a drink.” This woman of Samaria knew
Jesus was a Jew by his appearance and dress. Her
name was NALDA and she was much surprised to have a
Jewish man thus speak to her at the well and ask for
water. Therefore Nalda asked Jesus, “How is it that you,
being a Jew, ask for a drink of me, a Samaritan woman?”
Jesus answered:

“I have indeed asked you for a drink, but if you could only understand, you would ask me for
a draught of the living water.” “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, but
whosoever drinks of the water of the living spirit shall never thirst. And this living water shall
become in him a well of refreshment springing up even to eternal life.”
“God is spirit, and they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth. Your
salvation comes not from knowing how others should worship or where but by receiving into
your own heart this living water which I am offering you even now”

Leave for Samaria

mid-August, A.D. 27
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near Jacob’s Well

Meet Nalda
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Camped on Mount Gerizim 
until the end of August

On the evening that NALDA drew the crowd out from SYCHAR to see Jesus, the twelve
had just returned with food, and they besought Jesus to eat with them instead of talking to
the people, for they had been without food all day and were hungry. But Jesus knew that
darkness would soon be upon them; so he persisted in his determination to talk to the
people before he sent them away.
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THE SAMARITAN REVIVAL 

August, A.D. 27
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Jesus and the apostles went into Sychar and
preached two days before they established their
camp on MOUNT GERIZIM.
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The theme of Jesus' teaching on Mount Gerizim was:
 That he wants all men to see God as a Father-friend

just as he (Jesus) is a brother-friend.
 And again and again he impressed upon them that

love is the greatest relationship in the world—in
the universe—just as truth is the greatest
pronouncement of the observation of these divine
relationships.

The first night of the camp on Mount Gerizim …
Jesus gave the apostles that memorable talk on
“The realities which are central in the kingdom
of God.” The fact of the cross became the very
center of subsequent Christianity; but it is not the
central truth of the religion which may be derived
from the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth.

Jesus and the twelve camped on Mount Gerizim until the end of August. They preached
the good news of the kingdom—the fatherhood of God—to the Samaritans in the cities
by day and spent the nights at the camp. The work which Jesus and the twelve did in
these Samaritan cities yielded many souls for the kingdom and did much to prepare the
way for the marvelous work of Philip in these regions after Jesus' death and resurrection.

TEACHINGS ABOUT PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
At the evening conferences on Mount Gerizim, Jesus taught many great truths, and in
particular he laid emphasis on the following:

TRUE RELIGION is the act of an individual 
soul in its self-conscious relations with the 

Creator; organized religion is man's attempt to 
socialize the worship of individual religionists.

WORSHIP is the 
technique of looking to 

the One for the inspiration 
of service to the many. 

WORSHIP is the yardstick which 
measures the extent of the soul's 

detachment from the material universe and 
its simultaneous and secure attachment to 

the spiritual realities of all creation.

PRAYER is designed to make 
man less thinking but more 

realizing; it is not designed to 
increase knowledge but rather 

to expand insight.

PRAYER is self-
reminding—sublime 

thinking; worship is self-
forgetting — super thinking. 

WORSHIP is effortless 
attention, true and ideal 

soul rest, a form of restful 
spiritual exertion.

WORSHIP is intended to anticipate the 
better life ahead and then to reflect 

these new spiritual significances back 
onto the life which now is. 

PRAYER is 
spiritually sustaining, 

but worship is 
divinely creative.

WORSHIP - contemplation of the spiritual - must alternate with
service, contact with material reality.
WORK should alternate with play; religion should be balanced by
humor.
PROFOUND PHILOSOPHY should be relieved by rhythmic
poetry. The strain of living—the time tension of personality—should
be relaxed by the restfulness of worship.
The feelings of insecurity arising from the fear of personality isolation
in the universe should be antidoted by the faith contemplation of the
Father and by the attempted realization of the Supreme.

WORSHIP is the act of a part identifying itself with the Whole; the finite with
the Infinite; the son with the Father; time in the act of striking step with eternity.
WORSHIP is the act of the son's personal communion with the divine Father,
the assumption of refreshing, creative, fraternal, and romantic attitudes by the
human soul-spirit.

Although the apostles grasped only a few of his teachings at
the camp, other worlds did, and other generations on earth will.

27 A.D.

June 27 A.D. 
Jesus and the 12 depart Jerusalem because of opposition
August 27, A.D.
 The Apostles made their headquarters at Greek cities.
 Jesus corrected their view of nonviolence and non-resistance.
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 Jesus taught self-mastery, not self-denial.

 Jesus encouraged seasons of 
diversion and relaxation.

 Jesus and the12 depart for 
Samaria.

 Jesus and the Samaritan 
woman.

 The apostles established a 
camp at Mount Gerazim.

 Jesus taught about prayer and 
worship.
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